The Sutton Sentinel
(Quick news and information about your Sutton family)   

August 18, 2008
PTA Contact Information:

Welcome back to School! Your PTA co-presidents this year are Kim McCauley 
(404) 531-0006, ksmccauley@hotmail.com, and Martha Fair, (404) 262-2457, mrfair@bellsouth.net.  Our treasurer is Jim FitzGibbons (fitzfive@comcast.net), 

Secretary is Stephanie Duncan (Stephanie@etiquetteexcellence.com), VP is 

Allison East (allisoneast@bellsouth.net), and Parliamentarian is Helena Marin (marinllano@comcast.net).

Please feel free to contact us throughout the year with any questions or concerns.
Enclosed in this packet is the school calendar. Be sure to take note of upcoming events including the committee head meeting on August 13th, Orchestra Fair on August 14th, on-site sports physicals on August 15th and grade level parent coffees the 19th-21st. 
Some exciting news: 

Sutton Middle School & North Atlanta High School MYP (Middle Year’s Programme) partnership has received the prestigious full IB World School Authorization. Many thanks to all the teachers and parents who helped make this happen. A special thanks to our coordinator- Peaches Sansom.
New this year:  

· Infinite Campus is the new student information system. Parents will be able to go on-line to view their student’s grades, assignment due dates, and communicate with teachers.
· Sports Physicals- All 7th and 8th Graders who plan on playing a sport (including Step Team) at Sutton during the school year must have a physical and a completed physical form. As a convenience to our parents, The Little Clinic will be coming to Sutton on August 15th. Cost will be $25 (cash) paid directly to The Little Clinic. Be sure to complete all 4 forms in this packet and return them to the homeroom teacher by Wednesday. Physicals will be completed during the school day.
· Club Sign-up- On September 28th all students will have the opportunity to sign up for before and after school clubs. Look out for a list of clubs coming home soon!
· PTA Meetings called “Coffee Talks” are scheduled on different days of the week to accommodate more people’s schedules. These monthly PTA meetings held in the media center give parents an opportunity to keep up with school news and get involved. See the calendar for dates.
The Big Envelope:  Please carefully look through this packet that your child has brought home!  We’ve tried to put all your information in one place, and we hope you will complete and return all forms immediately to ensure a smooth start for the school year.  Please write neatly to make everyone’s job easier! Thanks! 
Communication at Sutton: The Sutton Sentinel, this newsletter, goes home in book bags every Friday. You will also receive it by e-mail (if you give us your e-mail address on the PTA Directory form).  You may also register to receive it electronically at the school website, www.suttonmiddleschool.org.
Have news to print in the Sentinel? Submissions are due by Mondays at 5:00 p.m. E-mail your newsworthy notes to suttonsentinel@yahoo.com or place your handwritten notes in the PTA Sentinel box at school. Thanks!
Front Office Tips: We’re sorry, but the front office cannot be responsible for getting messages to students during the school day.  Please make arrangements with your child before the start of each school day as to how they will be getting home in the afternoon. Please don’t call your student on their cell phone during school. Do keep a copy of your child’s schedule with you to help locate your child if the computer system is down.

Dues and Donations:

Wow! 100% of our teachers have already joined the PTA! Thank you! Now, parents, it’s your turn. Please join the PTA and support your child’s school. We appreciate the efforts of Mary Zizzi and Lisa Wong-Bouldin for heading up this critical PTA committee. Please consider making a donation in addition to joining the PTA. (See enclosed flyer.) 
PTA Directory: 
Please fill in the PTA Directory Form (neatly, carefully, and quickly!) so that your information will appear correctly in the PTA directory. 
If you are interested in purchasing an ad for the directory (this helps offset the cost of printing), then please contact Angela Church at churcha@bellsouth.net or (404) 629-9886.  
Volunteers Needed!
There are many opportunities to get involved at Sutton! We are looking for a co-chair for Blues and BBQ, a co-chair for the spring sport’s banquet, help with the after school concession stand, and help with the fall plant sale. The 3 years of middle school fly by, don’t delay getting involved!
After-School News: Mr. Moody will be heading up the after school program. If interested, please pick-up a packet in the front office.
Fall Sports News: Our APS Athletic Director is Amanda Fielder, afielder@atlanta.k12.ga.us.  Our PTA sponsored sports are managed by Lisa Kepler, lkepler@atlanta.k12.ga.us.  We are so lucky to have these outstanding teachers managing our sports teams. They will have an informational meeting for students during homeroom. Thank you!
Tryouts for 7th and 8th Grade Softball, Cheerleading, Football, girls’ & boys’ Cross Country and boys’ Soccer begin Monday, August 25th.  Each student must bring the following items on Monday:  Physical exam paperwork, a copy of the student's medical insurance card, a water bottle, and proper attire.  No student will be allowed to participate without the proper paperwork.  (You may also download the medical form from the Sutton website and have your child’s doctor sign it.).  As a convenience to parents, we will have on-site physicals August 15th. To participate, all enclosed medical forms must be returned by Wednesday.

-Uninsured students who are participating in softball, football, or cheerleading must pay $12 for APS insurance in order to participate.
Spirit Wear News:

Order your Sutton Spirit Wear today!  All shirts meet the Sutton dress code. Order forms are available in the front office and on-line.  Turn in your order form and payment (cash or check made out to "Sutton PTA") to the main office.  Shirts will be delivered to your child in homeroom.   Sixth Graders: Wear your black polo academy shirt every Friday to show your class spirit! Contact: Aileen Harris, aileenharris@gmail.com.
Blues and BBQ News:
Please plan to attend this fun fall event on Friday, September 5,  2007.  Contact Deborah King, deborah.king@turner.com, (404) 872-5005, if you would like to volunteer!
Thank you:
Marjorie Saffran for organizing a fabulous pool party on August 6th for our 6th graders!  Hats off to our dedicated summer parking captains (our biggest fundraiser of the year is our parking lot – for Chastain Park Concerts): Betsy Johnson, Dottie Corey (May), Laura Wright & Christy Derrick (June), Jim Fitzgibbons, Sherri Calcagno, Teresa McCreight (July), and Sally Toye and Julia Woodword (August).  Joleen and Stan Neal, thank you in advance! (Sept.).  Kudos to Sherri Calcagno and Jena Salmon for organizing a delicious back-to-school breakfast last Monday for our teachers!
Submissions for the Sutton Sentinel are due each Monday by 5:00 pm.   Please send submissions to suttonsentinel@yahoo.com or put them in the Sentinel box in parent center. 
For more SMS information visit www.suttonmiddleschool.org






